  
 CENTURY EDGEWOOD LIONS CLUB MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 





           2009-2010

The Edgewood Lions Club recognizes the need to continue Lionism through succession planning and development of effective membership programs and activities.
The Membership Committee of our club consists of the following members:




John Carter




Ken Hammer




Margaret Sorensen




Frank Vaccaro  Chairperson

The Membership Committee has adopted a membership drive program for 2009-2010 for the Edgewood Club which follows the District’s Membership Plan Fundamental Programs including increasing club visibility, outreach and addressing the need to retain existing members.




    CLUB VISIBILITY AND OUTREACH

*
Our club has prepared a color brochure showing what we do in the Edgewood community.  These brochures will be distributed at events and fundraises that we participate in our area.  

*
We are also producing business cards for members to give prospective membership candidates we meet with the name and phone number of the sponsor member.  
*
Our Club has a Newsletter highlighting our activities and community events. This publication also has a message from King Lion Bob Sullivan and provides names, phone numbers, and home and e-mail addresses of all our members.
*
Our Club has in the past and will continue to participate in a yard sale in the community with our tent, Lion signs and information packages.

*
Photos of Club Events and Programs (i.e. Senior Center, Food Bank, Christmas Baskets etc.) are sent to the Aegis Newspaper for visual publication of Lionism.

*
Members will continue to wear their Lion hats and shirts at community affairs such as at the Tree Lighting Ceremony in Edgewood.  This year, as in the past our club will pay for and distribute hot chocolate at this popular community event.
*
We will continue to contact business leaders in our community to speak at our bi-monthly meetings and discuss with them Lion Membership.

*
We will place ads for the Edgewood Lions Club in local church bulletins and other civic and residential organizations to encourage membership interest.

*
We will continue our membership and active presence in the Route 40 Business Association and talk about Lionism at these meetings.

*
We will consider purchasing a lighted message sign on our Edgewood property stating for example “Lions looking for new members” call _______.

* 
We will continue to contact Residential Homeowners Associations and discuss with them what our club does for the community and if they wish to participate in our work by joining our club.
*
We will contact as many new local businesses as possible, personally or by phone, to welcome and introduce our club to them.

*
We will continue to provide books (not text books) to elementary school students for summer and supplemental reading exercises. 

*
We will continue to support the Edgewood Elementary School “Feather Program”. This program rewards students who assist or show courtesy to fellow students by giving them a feather.  Students can then exchange their accumulated feathers for gifts at the school “Feather Store”.  The purpose of this program is to build character and self respect.  In the past, we have given this program items such as bicycles, stuffed animals and books.
*
Each year our club, partners with the local V.F.W. and American Legion, to provide Christmas Food Baskets to community families in need.  We anticipate delivering over 90 food baskets this year with important food staples including a turkey, bread, cereals, milk and a variety of can and dry goods to make the holiday season special for less fortunate men, women and children in our area.
*
The Edgewood Lions Club has an active Medical Loan Closet which is gratefully
 utilized by the community.  Beds, wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, etc. are available
upon request.

  



EDGEWOOD LIONS MEMBERS
The Membership Committee clearly recognizes the need to keep our current membership  involved in our responsibilities as Lions and give each of them the opportunity to serve in the capacity that most comfortably suits them.  This will be accomplished by our President and his Officers overlooking this important task.

We want to emphasize that membership is the responsibility of all Edgewood Lion members not just the Membership Committee.  As we look back, most of our recent members have come from friends and associates of our present members. Each Lion member is the best advocate for membership for our club.  Our members have the most honest and influential insight as to what our club does and for whom our work benefits. We are the most important and shrewd membership tools necessary to grow our own club.  Our personal excitement and enthusiasm about our club will have the most impact on those we decide to recruit. 
Lastly, it is the Membership Committee’s belief that if asked the best way to recruit and retain members, our answer will be to truthfully divulge to the outside world what club membership means to each of us and discuss the reasons we originally joined the club, why we have stayed in the club, and why we still love the club. When our thoughts are communicated in a positive and spirited manner, this approach will speak volumes to anyone interested in joining our club or one who may just want to know more about club membership and service.

We thank you for your support and comments.

Submitted by Frank Vaccaro Membership Chairperson 
November 1, 2009
